AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

I. -4. (Canceled) 

5. (New) A process for validating a roaming user who seeks access to a communications 
network operated by a first service provider, the process comprising: 

determining that the user is associated with a second service provider; 
requesting registration data for the user to the second service provider; and 
validating or invalidating the user based on the registration data from the second 

service provider, the registration data identifying a status of the user and whether 

authentication of the user is required to validate the user. 

6. (New) The method of claim 5, wherein said authentication is performed by the user 
entering a PIN. 

7. (New) The method of claim 5, further comprising instructing the network of the first 
service provider to cancel the user's registration when the user is invalidated. 

8. (New) The method of claim 5, wherein the registration data includes an authorization 
period of the user in the first service provider. 

9. (New) The method of claim 5, wherein requesting registration data comprises 
requesting the registration data for the user within a predetermined period. 

10. (New) The method of claim 9, wherein validating or invalidating the user comprises 
invalidating the user regardless of the result of the registration data from the second service 
provider when the registration data is not received from the second service provider within 
the predetermined period. 

II. (New) The method of claim 5, further comprising requesting a Personal Identification 

Number to the user before providing a service to the user, when the user is validated. 
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12. (New) A process for validating a customer of an international or other selected service 
provider, where the customer is attempting to use a communications network comprising at 
least a Mobile Switching Center ("MSC") and Visitor Location Register ("VLR"), the 
process comprising: 

receiving registration notification data from a particular customer; 

determining whether the customer is associated with a selected service provider; 

formulating at a Service Control Point ("SCP") a request for registration notification 
to a Home Location Register ("HLR") of the customer; 

receiving at the SCP information pertaining to the customer's validation, including a 
status of the user and whether authentication of the user is required to validate the user; and 

forwarding from the SCP to the VLR either customer validation data or a request to 
cancel the customer's registration within the VLR. 

13. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein said authentication is performed by the user 
entering a PIN. 

14. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein receiving at the SCP information pertaining 
to the customer's validation comprises receiving at the SCP information pertaining to the 
customer's validation within a predetermined time period. 

15. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein forwarding from the SCP to the VLR either 
customer validation data or a request to cancel the customer's registration within the VLR 
comprises forwarding the request to cancel the customer's registration with the VLR when 
the SCP does not receive the information within the predetermined time period. 

16. (New) The method of claim 12, further comprising requesting a Personal 
Identification Number to the customer before providing a service to the customer, when the 
SCP forwards to the VLR the customer validation data. 
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